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This site marks the mouth of an ancient creek that �owed for thousands 
of years through woods on the landscape to the southeast, land that was 
clear cut and used as pasture soon after Brandon incorporated. 

Today, with the native forest no longer present, water only �ows here in 
early April when the snow melt ‘freshet’ runs o� into the Assiniboine River. 
AFFI has conducted feasibility studies into building an earthen dam here 
to harvest this annual water loss, creating a pond and wetland ecosystem 
on the upstream side. Keeping 100% of annual precipitation on the land is 
the �rst and most important step in regenerating natural habitat. 

Once built, a pond here will anchor a biodiverse ecosystem while, at the 
same time, stabilizing the water table and promoting the  regrowth of trees.  
It will also provide a pristine home for the endangered Northern Leopard 
Frog (Lithobates pipiens) that has been documented here. The results of 
our studies have been positive … watch for upcoming announcements on 
a campaign to achieve this ambitious and beautiful vision.

Welcome to the sweetest part of the food forest … the Railway Sugar Bush 
… where maples produce huge volumes of sap for maple syrup.  Watch for 
Dave’s sugar shack and woodshed just to the north as you walk the trail.  

This is where Treesblood Farm maple syrup is cooked each spring during 
“le temps des sucres” at the end of March.  Keep an eye peeled for the 
Ancestor Oak in each grove ahead … can you pick it out?  Deer originally 
made all the AFFI woodland trails that you are following.  Our job as trail 
builders was easy … we used the pre-existing trails, clearing them of 
deadfall, removing small obstacles, and spreading wood chips.  

Since deer like to travel fast under cover but still be able to see what’s 
chasing them, their trails usually follow the highest ridges through the 
woods.  Watch for Anglewing butter�ies in the evening as they absorb 
rays of sunlight to power their mating �ights.  After soaking up energy 
for a minute or two, they leap into action when another butter�y cruises 
overhead!
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Railway Sugar Bush

Pond & Wetland 
Regeneration
This site marks the mouth of an ancient creek that flowed for thousands of 
years through deciduous forest to the south-east. In Brandon’s early years the 
woods were clear cut for timber, and the land was then used as cattle pasture 
until the 1960s.

Today, with the native forest no longer present, water only flows here in 
April when a river of snow melt water runs off onto the Assiniboine ice. We 
want to build an earthen dam in the draw here to harvest this annual water 
loss, creating a pond and wetland on the upstream side, just as countless 
generations of beavers have done in the past on this very spot. Retaining 
100% of annual precipitation on the land is the first and most important step 
in regenerating natural habitat, and in food production through permaculture 
design.

A pond here would anchor a thriving, bio-diverse wetland ecosystem while, 
at the same time, stabilizing the water table and promoting the growth 
of trees and tree crops. It would also provide a pristine new home for the 
endangered Northern Leopard Frog (Lithobates pipiens) that still survives 
in the neighbourhood. Our feasibility studies have been positive… watch 
for upcoming announcements on a campaign to achieve this ambitious and 
beautiful vision for Brandon’s families of the future.
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This field is our release area for Leafy Spurge flea beetles, insects that 
attack the Leafy Spurge plant, a European invasive species that is taking 
over many pastures in Manitoba.  

We hope that our beetles will thrive and have many offspring, so that the 
food forest project can be a source of beetles for others who are trying to 
control Spurge in their fields.  Notice the low shrubs to the east … these 
are almost all Saskatoon plants!  

Deer graze the shrubs each winter, keeping them low.  The tall grasses 
here contain lots of Leopard Frogs, as well as the Garter Snakes that prey 
on them.  If you come on a nature walk with Dave, he might be able to 
show you some snake dens!

Water appears out of the ground here constantly every day of the year, so 
that for most birds and animals this is the local watering hole, especially 
in winter.  The water flows into Treesblood pond and wetland below,  
ultimately descending the rapids you visited earlier on the walk and into the river.  

By strange coincidence, the 17th St. East roadway ditch cuts right through 
the spring here, so that instead of following its original course through 
the woods nearby into the wetland, it now runs in a straight line to the 
north and under the roadway.  The large culverts bring water from Lorne 
Avenue storm drains above, so litter appears here constantly.  

Please help the wildlife and collect any garbage you see … be a friend of 
the forest!
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Spurge & Saskatoons

Railway Sugar Bush Treesblood SpringTreesblood Spring
Water appears out of the ground here constantly every day of the year, so 
that for most birds and animals this is the local watering hole, especially 
in winter. The water flows into Treesblood pond and wetland below, 
ultimately descending the rapids you visited earlier on the walk and into 
the river.

By strange coincidence, the 17th St. East roadway ditch cuts right through 
the spring here, so that instead of following its original course through the 
woods nearby into the wetland, it now runs in a straight line to the north 
and under the roadway. The large culverts bring water from Lorne Avenue 
storm drains above, so litter appears here constantly.

Please help the wildlife and collect any garbage you see … be a friend of  
the forest!
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Don’t forget to ask about our other adjoining trails!


